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Melayu tentukan nasib PRK

DUN Semenyih?

M. Perigsaimy

ILIHAN Raya Kecil
P(PRK) Dewan Undangan

Negeri (DUN) Semenyih,
Selangor, menjadi perbualan
hangat dalam kalangan ahli-
ahli politik. Suruhanjaya
Pilihan Raya (SPR) telah
menetapkan hari penamaan
calonnya pada 26 Februari
dan hari mengundi pada 2
Mac ini. PRK ini diadakan
berikutan penyandangnya
meninggal dunia pada 11
Januan 2019.

PRK DUN Semenyih adalah
PRK yang keempat diadakan
di Selangor selepas Pilihan
Raya Umum Ke-14 (PRU-

14) dan kedua dalam tahun
2019. Sebelum ini, tiga PRK
telah diadakan di Selangor
iaitu DUN Sungai Kandis,

Seri Setia dan Balakong dan
Parlimen Cameron Highlands
di Pahang. Ke'(iga-tiga

PRK bagi DUN di Selangor
dimenangi oleh PH dan
Parlimen Cameron Highlands
dimenangi oleh BN.

Jumlah pengundi berdaftar
bagi DUN Semenyih adalah
sebanyak 54,503 pengundi.
Dalam jumlah itu, jumlah
pengundi Melayu merupakan
terbesar iaitu 36,857 (69.2%),
Cina 8,939 (16.8%) dan India
7,062 (13.3%).

Memandangkan peratusan
jumlah pengundi Melayu
melebihi jumlah pengundi
bukan Melayu, maka
pandangan secara kasarnya,
undi Melayu dilihat
sebagai undi yang mampu
menentukan keputusan PRK
Semenyih.

Pada PRU-14, calon
daripada Pakatan Harapan
(PH) yang mewakili Parti
Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia
(PPBM), pimpinan Tun Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad, menang
kerusi ini dengan majoriti
8,964 apabila memperoleh
23,428 undi. Beliau
menewaskan calon BN, Pas
dan PSM dalam persaingan
empat penjuru., [

Rekod keputusan PRU-
12, 13 dan 14 menunjukkan
bahawa BN mempunyai
penyokong tegar seramai
15,000 pengundi dan Pas
memiliki 7,000 pengundi di
DUN Semenyih. Malah, Pas
pernah memperoleh 6,966
undi pada PRU-14.

Jadi, meskipun calon PH
menang dengan majoriti
yang agak besar pada PRU-
14, tetapi sekiranya undi Pas
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dicampurkan dengan undi
BN, maka calon PH hanya
menang dengan majoriti lebih
kurang 1,000 undi sahaja.

Kerjasama politik BN dan
Pas di Cameron Highlands
telah menghasilkan
kemenangan buat BN.
Kejayaan gabungan strategik
ini telah mengorak langkah
baru bagi Pas dan BN terus
bersatu menentang PH dalam
PRK Semenyih. Dengan itu,
Pas memberi laluan kepada
BN menentang calon PH .

Dalam pada itu,
analisa pola pengundian
menunjukkan bahawa calon
PH mengalahkan calon
BN pada PRU-14 kerana
sebahagian besar pengundi
India, yang biasa menyokong
BN, dan sebahagian pengundi
Melayu ‘atas pagar’ dikesan
mengalih sokongan mereka
kepada calon PH.

Dengan sokongan hebat
itu, calon PH memperoleh
23,428 undi berbanding
dengan hanya 14,464 undi
oleh calon BN. Selain itu,
calon PH menang DUN
Semenyih pada PRU-

14 kerana tercetusnya
gelombang perubahan
yang mempengaruhi minda
pengundi untuk mengubah
kerajaan.

Malah, sebahagian
besar pengundi India dan
Melayu mengalih sokongan
kepada PH kerana tertarik
dengan Manifesto Pl-{,
yang menjanjikan pelbagai
kemudahan kepada rakyat
untuk meringankan
kebebanan kos sara hidup.

Namun, medan politik
telah banyak berubah selepas
PRU-14. Malah rakyat, yang
meletakkan PH di singgahsana
Putrajaya, dilaporkan kecewa
kerana kebanyakan janji-
janji PH yang dibuat pada
PRU-14 bukan sahaja belum
dilunaskan.

padl!lht@an.

Malah kepemimpinan
utama PH mengaku bahawa

{ PH tidak mampu menepati

semua janji-janji tersebut.
Pada hal, Manifesto PH pada
PRU-14 disediakan semata-
mata untuk meraih sokongan
rakyat kepada PH untuk
menjatuhkan BN.

Sehubungan itu, sokongan
orang Melayu kepada
kerajaan PH berdasarkan
kajian dijalankan baru-baru
ini menunjukkan hampir 60
% orang Melayu menolak
PH. Penolakan ini adalah
kerana kerajaan PH kononnya
ga%al melunaskan janji-janji
politiknya.

Malah sebahagian besar
pengundi Melayu mendakwa
Putrajaya kini dikuasai DAP
yang kononnya mampu
menyebabkan terhakisnya
kedaulatan hak-hak politik
orang Melayu dan agama
Islam.

Memandangkan majoriti
pengundi DUN Semenyih
adalah orang Melayu, maka
persepsi orang Melayu
terhadap kerajaan PH
dijangka akan diterjemahkan

dalam pengundian PRK nanti.

Kalau orang asli
menentukan keputusan PRK
Cameron Highlands, maka
orang Melayu dijangka akan
menentukan keputusan PRK
Semenyih.

Soalanya, apakah
kerjasama Pas dengan BN
mampu mengalahkan calon
PH, seperti yang mereka
lakukan di PRK Cameron
Highlands?

Apakah PH mampu
mempertahankan serangan
yang bakal dilancarkan oleh
gabungan strategik BN dan
Pas atau mungkinkah PH
akan tersungkur lagi pada
PRK ini?

DATUK M. PERIASAMY ialah
penganalisis politik.
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Kuala Lumpur
aaupun  kernp [l Peniaga Rohingya berniaga tanpa lesen
w bereewsa, " ses di Pasar Borong Selayang diserbu lagi

kumpulan peniaga Rohingya
vang beroperasi tanpa lesen
tidak pernah serik apabila
masih menjalankan aktiviti
menjual sayur di Pasar Bo-
rong Selayang, di sini.

Malah, sebelum ini ken-
deraan tersadai dijadikan lo-
kasi menyimpan barangan
jualan milik mereka pernah
ditunda anggota penguat-
kuasa selepas didapati ber-
niaga tanpa lesen di pasar
berkenaan.

Ketika serbuan kelmarin,
puluhan peniaga Rohingya
melarikan diri dan mening-
galkan barangan jualan me-
reka sebaik melihat van ser-
ta lori penguat kuasa tiba
untuk melakukan pemerik-
saan.

Dalam operasi bermula
kira-kira jam 4 petang itu,
sebanyak 15 kenderaan ter-
sadai ditunda Dewan Ban-
daraya  Kuala  Lumpur
(DBKL) di sekitar pasar bo-
rong berkenaan selepas di-
dapati menjadi stor me-
nyimpan barang jualan ter-
masuk sayur-sayuran oleh
peniaga terbabit.

ANTARA kenderaan buruk ==
yang dijadikan stor sayur
disita DBKL.

Pengarah Jabatan Pe-
nguatkuasaan DBKL Azman
Mahmood berkata, hasil pe-
meriksaan pihaknya mene-
mui beberapa kenderaan di-
parkir di tepi jalan vang di-
muatkan barang jualan pe-
niaga warga asing terbabit.

“Kenderaan yang ditunda
membabitkan van pelbagai

jenis dan lori kecil yang di-
letakkan di tempat letak
kenderaan serta kaki lima di
sekitar pasar borong. Penia-
ga warga asing ini menyem-
bunyikan barang jualan me-
reka di dalam kenderaan itu
bagi mengelak kegiatan me-
reka dikesan pihak berkua-
sa.

“Bagaimanapun, tindakan
agresif kami yang melaku-
kan pemeriksaan berkala di
pasar borong ini dapat
menghidu aktiviti mereka
dan mengambil tindakan
menunda kenderaan itu un-
tuk tindakan lanjut,” kata-
nya ketika dihubungi, di sini,
semalam.
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Selayang rekod 561 kes denggi

SELAYANG - Selayang merekodkan 561
kes denggi dalam tempoh November2018
hingga Januari lalu.

Pengarah Jabatan Korporat Majlis Per-
bandaran Selayang (MPS), Mohamad Zin
Masoad berkata, daripada jumlah itu, se-
banyak 15 lokaliti disenaraikan hotspot dan
tiga lokaliti wabak tidak terkawal.

“Kawasan hotspot adalah Sg Tua (Kg
Sg Tua Bharu, Apartmen Laksamana),

Gombak Setia (Flat Pinggiran Batu Caves,
Kg Changkat 23, Taman Sahabat, Kg Sim-
pang 3, Jalan Dewan, Taman Sri Gombak
Pasar), Paya Jaras (Sri Indah A, Kg Melayu
SgBuloh, Kg Matang Pagar, Apartmen Im-
pian Indah) dan Rawang,

“Tigalokalitiwabak tidak terkawal ialah
Kuaters IPD Gombak Zon A dan Selayang
Baru Zon 16 dan Sg Tua (Apartmen Seri
Gohtong),” katanya.

BTENGAH™
T
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Lima lokaliti hotspot kes denggi di MPAJ

PANDANINDAH -Majlis Per-
bandaran Ampang Jaya
(MPAJ) mengenalpasti lima
lokalitihotspotkes denggiyang
dilaporkan sejak 24 Januari
lalu.

Yang Dipertua MPAJ, Da-
tuk Abd Hamid Hussain ber-
kata, limalokaliti itu antaranya
diTaman Sri Angsana Hilir dan
Jalan Jelatek mencatatkan 17
kes, Taman Bukit Teratai 21
kes, Lembah Jaya Utara 44 kes
dan Taman Kencana 10 kes.

“Saya difahamkan ada
satu kematian membabitkan
kes denggi di Flat Sri Nilam
pada awal tahun ini. Secara
keseluruhan sebanyak373kes
dilaporkan di kawasan MPA],
ini merupakan satu jumlah
yang amat membimbang-
kan,” katanya.

Abd Hamid berkata,
pihaknya memohon su-
paya masyarakat sentiasa
memastikan kawasan
kediaman bebas daripa-
da pembiakan nyamuk
aedes.

“Kita akan melaksanakan

tindakan kawalan seperti pe-
musnahan tempatpembiakan
(search and destroy), selain
mempergiatkan lagi aktivit
promosi dan pendidikan di
sekolah seperti ceramah ber-
kaitan denggi,” katanya.
Beliau berkata, pemben-
tukan One Stop Crisis Centre
(OSCC), berdasarkan arahan
Jabatan Kesihatan Negeri Se-
langor dan Exco Kesihatan,
Kebajikan, Pemberdayaan
Wanitadan Keluarga Selangor,
Dr Siti Mariah Mahmud.
“laadalah susulan pening-
katan kes denggiyang semakin
kritikal dinegeriini, OSCCjuga
diwujudkan di semua daerah
dengan melibatkan Pejabat
Kesihatan Daerah dan Pihak
Berkuasa Tempatan bermula
21Januarilalusehingga 17
Februari ini,”
katanya.

Menurutnya, OSCC ini
adalah bertujuan untuk me-
nyelaraskan tindakan kawalan
dan pencegahan denggi di
pihak Pejabat Kesihatan Dae-
rah dan Pihak Berkuasa
Tempatan.

“Semua aset dan sumber
manusia agensi berkaitan
akan bergabung bagi tujuan
penyelarasan kawalan dan
pencegahan denggi dalam
daerah,” katanya.

ABD HAMID
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SEMENYIH - Kementerian
KerjaRayamahumemastikan
kemudahaninfrastrukturyang
disediakan untukkepentingan
awam berada pada tahap baik
menjelang PRK DUN Seme-
nyih.
Timbalan Menteri Kerja
Raya, Mohd Anuar Mohd Ta-
hir berkata, beliau mahu me-
ninjau sendiri keadaan jalan
raya termasuk infrastruktur
yang berkaitan aliran trafik di
Semenyih.

“Paling penting, saya da-
pat gambaran awal tentang
keselamatan orang ramai
yangakan berkumpul disini,”
katanya.

Beliau berkata, Semenyih
akan menjadi tumpuan
umum padamingguhadapan.

kaki yang uzur di sebuah j;

Mohd Anuar (tengah) dan Zarabizan (kiri) melihat laluan pejalan

Color Full Color
Circulation 160,000
Readership 509,000
ArticleSize 261 cm?
AdValue RM 4,452
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di

“Saya jangkakan orangra-
mai dari seluruh negara akan
turun ke sini untuk menyertai
proses demokrasi yang ada di
negara ini.

“Kitadapatmengesan apa

persiapan yang perlu dibuat
segera demi memastikan ke-
selamatan orangramai,” kata-
nya di sini, semalam.

Turut serta, Jurutera Dae-
rah Hulu Langat, Ir Dr Zarabi-

enjelang PRK

|| i) F

Mohd Anuar (tiga, kiri)

zan Zakaria dan Ahli Majlis
Majlis Perbandaran Kajang
(MPKj) Muhammad Hanafi
Jalalludin.

Mohd Anuar berkata, la-
watan kerjanyaitu tiadakaitan

dengan kempen PRK DUN
Semenyih.

“Jika mahu berkempen
saya pasti akan memakai baju
parti namun lawatan saya ini
merupakan tugas dan tang-

dengan aliran trafik di Semenyih.

gungjawab saya.

“Di samping itu, saya juga
berpeluang dapat bertemu
pegawaidankakitangan agensi
berkaitan dengan Kementerian
KerjaRaya,” katanya.
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561 kes denggi dalam tempoh tiga bulan

SELAYANG - Selayang mencatatkan kes
denggisebanyak 561 kesdalam tempoh tiga
bulan antara November hingga Januarilalu.

Pengarah Jabatan Korporat Majlis Per-
bandaran Selayang (MPS), Mohamad Zin
Masoad berkata, daripada jumlahitu, seba-
nyak15lokaliti disenaraikan sebagai kawasan
hotspotdan tigalokalitiwabak tidak terkawal.

"Kawasan hotspottermasuk Sungai Tua
(Kampung Sungai Tua Bharu, Apartment
Laksamana), Gombak Setia (Flat Pinggiran

Batu Caves, Kg Changkat23, Taman Sahabat,
Kampung Simpang 3, Jalan Dewan, Taman
Sri Gombak Pasar), Paya Jaras (Sri Indah A,
Kampung Melayu Sungai Buloh, Kampung
Matang Pagar, Apartment Impian Indah)
dan Rawang.

"Tiga lokaliti wabak tidak terkawal dire-
kodkaniaitu di daerah Templer (KuatersIPD
GombakZon A dan Selayang BaruZon 16 )
dan Sungai Tua (Apartment Seri Gohtong),"
katanya.

e
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MDKS bantu tambah stok darah negara

=

Sebahagian kakitangan MDKS dan orang awam tidak melepaskan peluang menderma darah mereka

sempena program tahunan PBT itu.

KUALA SELANGOR - Majlis
Daerah Kuala Selangor
(MDKS) tidak terlepas untuk
meneruskan kempen derma
darah tahunannya sekali gus
membantu menambah stok
Pusat Darah Negara.

Yang Dipertuanya, Rahi-
lah Rahmat menjelaskan,
inisiatif ini dilaksanakan se-
bagai salah satu usaha dan
tanggungjawab sosial warga
MDKS bagi membantu ma-
syarakat yang memerlukan
bekalan darah.

“Program ini juga aktiviti
tahunan MDKS untuk mem-
bantu Pusat Darah Negara
menambah stok darah setiap
masamemandangkan bekal-
an darah sentiasa tidak men-
cukupi.

“Usaha ini juga adalah
bertepatan dengan hasrat
MDKS untuk meransang

Usaha ini juga adalah
bertepatan dengan

hasrat MDKS untuk meransang
pembangunan modal insan bagi
melahirkan masyarakat yang madani
dan kehidupan yang harmoni." - Rahiiah

pembangunan modal insan
bagi melahirkan masyarakat
yangmadani dan kehidupan
yang harmoni,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
kepada pemberita ketika di-
temui pada Program Kempen
Derma Darah 2019 yang me-
libatkan seramai 150 kakita-
ngan MDKS yang terdiri pel-
bagai jabatan dan orang
awam.

Rahilah berkata, kempen
ini dapat menghimpunkan
pelbagai lapisan masyarakat
dengan satu tujuaniaitumen-

derma darah demi memban-
tumereka yang memerlukan.

“Semua berkumpul kera-
na satu tujuan murni iaitu
untuk membantu dan me-
nyumbang darah untuk ke-
gunaan pesakit tanpa mengi-
rakaum, bangsa, agama dan
darjat keturunan.

“Kempen inijugadiharap
dapat membantu Pusat Da-
rah Negara memenuhi misi
bagi memastikan ketersedia-
an bekalan darah yang sela-
mat dan boleh dipercayai,”
katanya.
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Hormat perayaan semua kaum: ADUN

SABAK BERNAM - PKR Ca-
bang Sabak Bernam memin-
ta rakyat menghayati dan
menghormati setiap peraya-
an disambut pelbagai kaum
dinegara ini.

Ketuanya, Datuk Seri Ra-
him Ahmad berkata, peraya-
an itu sebagai landasan me-
mupuk perpaduan dan
persefahaman dalam kalang-
an masyarakat pelbagai
kaum.

Menurutnya, semua
kaum dinegara ini mestime-
ngekalkan perpaduan yang
dibina sejak sekian lama agar
tidak dirosakkan dengan sen-

Abd Rahim (kiri) dan Ahmad

timen perkauman sempit.
"Kita inginkan sebuah
negara yang aman harmoni
dan salinghormat-menghor-
mati antara satu sama lain,"
katanya pada Program Pe-
nyampaian Buah Limau se-
kitar Pekan Sabak, di sini.
Abd Rahim dan ADUN
Sabak, Ahman Mustain Oth-
man bersama jawatankuasa
masing-masing menyerah-
kan limau di premis pernia-
gaan dan bangunan kerajaan.
Abd Rahim berkata, soal
perpaduan akan diterus
diperjuangkan di samping
menjunjung tinggi

di Pekan Sabak.

perlembagaan negara.

Mengulas mengenai pro-
gramitu, Abd Rahim berkata,
rata-rata peniaga dan orang
awam teruja dan berterima
kasih kepada kerajaan yang
menyampaikan sumbangan
limau berkenaan.

"Program ini mendapat
sambutan baik sejak PH me-
merintah di peringkat negeri
dan pusat.

"Kita akan memastikan
semua perayaan disambut
bagi membolehkan perpadu-
an dan keharmonian ini di-
kekalkan padamasadepan,”
katanya.
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PAYMENT COUNTERS
The Shah Alam City Council’s
(MBSA) payment counters for
assessment tax will be open
this weekend from 9am to
1pm. Payment can be made at
the ground floor of Wisma
MBSA as well as MBSA branch
offices in Sungai Buloh, Kota
Kemuning and Setia Alam. For
details, call 03-5522
2724/2897
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22 cm?2
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TAX PAYMENT

Payment for tax to the Land
and Mines Office (PTG) can be
done over the counter at the
respective PTG offices,
Selangor district and land offic-
es, local council offices, online
via ehasil (Selangor) or eBa-
yaran (Federal Territories), or
via Internet banking
(Maybank2U/ CIMB Clicks/
RHB).

Black/white
201,943
605,829

21 cm?2
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RM 1,603
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The Star

Daily

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

COUNCILLOR Mohd Kassim Packiry
wants three departments in the
Selayang Municipal Council (MPS)
to conduct ground inspections to
ensure that public drains outside
shops in commercial areas are not
covered.

He said the drains need to be kept
clean to prevent water backflow
and flash floods.

“Technical officers from the coun-
cil's solid waste management, engi-
neering and licensing departments
must go to all commercial areas to
check if public drains outside the
shops have been covered.

“It is time the three departments
buck up and have an action plan to
ensure public drains meant for
rainwater run-off are not covered,”
said Mohd Kassim.

He added that most of the time,
car workshops and restaurants
cover the drains but this has to be
stopped as it hampers workers’ abil-
ity to clean them.

Drains must remain open to
accommodate rainwater run-off
from impermeable surfaces like
asphalt roads.

The councillor said MPS'
Licensing Department must get
businesses to comply with the coun-
cil’s guidelines,

EDWARD RAJENDRA

Check covered drains outside shops, councillor tells MPS
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Check covered drains outside
shops, councillor tells MPS

Drains that are covered, be it in
the front or back lanes, must be
ordered opened. s

“They must give business owners
three weeks’ notice to remove the

Workers
using a
vacuum
suction pipe
to remove silt
in the sump
at Dataran
Templer.

concrete and restore the
public drains to their earlier state,
The council must not compromise
on this issue,” he said.

MPS is expected to issue the

notices in stages from Feb 21
onwards.

“Even the council’s Corporate
Communications Department must
be proactive to create awareness
amang traders regarding the dos
and don'ts,” he said.

Mohd Kassim added the health
and licensing departments must
get food outlets to instal grease
traps.

“I want a monthly update on the
cleanliness of drains and restau-
rants and compliance with the
grease trap ruling made known at
the various sub-committee meet-
ings,” he said.

- Mohd Kassim said workers

with Kumpulan Darul Ehsan Bhd
(KDEB) Waste Management and
MPS’ Solid Waste Department had
desilted drains around the commer-
cial area in Dataran Templer, where
guere was a heavy build-up of

“Most of the sumps and drains
were clogged with grease and silt.
The operation took four hours,” he
said.
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By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

COUNCILLOR Mohd Kassim Packiry
wants three departments in the
Selayang Municipal Council (MPS)
to conduct ground inspections to
ensure that public drains outside
shops in commercial areas are not
covered.

He said the drains need to be kept
clean to prevent water backflow
and flash floods.

“Technical officers from the coun-
cil's solid waste management, engi-
neering and licensing departments
must go to all commercial areas to
check if public drains outside the
shops have been covered.

“It is time the three departments
buck up and have an action plan to
ensure public drains meant for
rainwater run-off are not covered,”
said Mohd Kassim.

He added that most of the time,
car workshops and restaurants
cover the drains but this has to be
stopped as it hampers workers’ abil-
ity to clean them.

Drains must remain open to
accommodate rainwater run-off
from impermeable surfaces like
asphalt roads.

The councillor said MPS'
Licensing Department must get
businesses to comply with the coun-
cil’s guidelines,

EDWARD RAJENDRA

Check covered drains outside shops, councillor tells MPS

Color Full Color
Circulation 201,943
Readership 605,829
ArticleSize 283 cm?
AdValue RM 15,155
PR Value RM 45,465

Check covered drains outside
shops, councillor tells MPS

Drains that are covered, be it in
the front or back lanes, must be
ordered opened. s

“They must give business owners
three weeks’ notice to remove the

Workers
using a
vacuum
suction pipe
to remove silt
in the sump
at Dataran
Templer.

concrete and restore the
public drains to their earlier state,
The council must not compromise
on this issue,” he said.

MPS is expected to issue the

notices in stages from Feb 21
onwards.

“Even the council’s Corporate
Communications Department must
be proactive to create awareness
amang traders regarding the dos
and don'ts,” he said.

Mohd Kassim added the health
and licensing departments must
get food outlets to instal grease
traps.

“I want a monthly update on the
cleanliness of drains and restau-
rants and compliance with the
grease trap ruling made known at
the various sub-committee meet-
ings,” he said.

- Mohd Kassim said workers

with Kumpulan Darul Ehsan Bhd
(KDEB) Waste Management and
MPS’ Solid Waste Department had
desilted drains around the commer-
cial area in Dataran Templer, where
guere was a heavy build-up of

“Most of the sumps and drains
were clogged with grease and silt.
The operation took four hours,” he
said.
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MPS fines traders at chicken
slaughterhouse for flouting rules

TH traders at a chicken MPS Safety and Enforcement was halal
ﬁaﬁulwmmmpwnded Department director Lt-Kol Lt-Kol Azmi added that Kuala
for unhygienic practices by (Red) Azmi Ismail said the opera Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) had
Selayang Munidpnl Council (MPS)  tion was conducted rollwin; pub- planned to a centralised
in a joint operation. lic complaints about unhygienic chicken slaughterhouse for the

Dne was caught for im; practices and the environ- wholesale market but nothing has

of slaughtered r.hi ment of the chicken slaughter- so far.
¥ d.inypmn.ises house me}nimnpermunwhhme
Another compound notice was “Customers were also con- ~ Shah Alam Immi;mion

issued to a trader for releasing cerned about the location of the Department and police, also saw
chicken blood and chicken feath- slafl.g:;terhouu the arrest of an Indonesian who o
ers into the drain. A third trader was did not have the travel

slaughtering process
was penalised for failing to have a also done publicly,” he said, add- documents or work
proper rubbish bin. ing that some were worried — By ZAWIN SAKDON
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Exemplary Ramadan bazaar traders get chance to pick lots first

¢
i
,' -
Sl

By KATHLEEN MICHAEL
kathleen@thestar.com.my

FIFTEEN exemplary 2018
Ramadair bazaar traders from
areas under the jurisdiction of the
Subang Jaya Muni

(MPS]) were given dibs on
location and trading spots this

ymThe recipients, identified under
MPS]’s exemplary vendor award
last year, were given the opportu-
nity to select their desired spot
after the launch of the council’s
online application.

This marks the foum:‘ MPS]
has implemented the
bazaar permit application.

tions can only be done

online, from now until Feb 17,on
my@mpsj.gov.my accessible
through the www.mpsj.gov.my
website. .

Computer terminals have been
set up at the MPS] lobby for the

the traders would

~a

g

trading spots
during the launch
of MPSJ's online
Ramadan bazaar
application.

locations and 1,375 lots last year.

Seven bazaar locations are in

application process with officers During the launch, presi. - She tise green habits such as eliminat-
a{: to provide help if needed.  dent Noraini Roslan said conduct their business ethically h-;%_hslngle-twe plastic.

For a smoother process, appli- were plans to introduce new cate-  and not sell food or that ere will be 17 Ramadan
cants have to ensure they have no  gories for the exemplary award could affect customers’ h bazaar locations this year with
unpaid compounds. such as innovative traders. Noraini also urged them to prac- 1,420 trading lots, compared to 15
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MBSA receives recognition for drawing investors to Shah Alam
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Mohd Rashidi (second from left) and others with the trophy and
certificate at the Selangor Investors Appreciation Awards 2018,

MBSA receives recognition for

drawing investors to Shah Alam

SHAH Alam was recognised as a
preferred investment location at
the Selangor Investors
Appreciation Awards 2018.

Shah Alam City Council (MBSA)
received the award at the event
organised by Invest Selangor Bhd
together with Kelab Rekreasi
Invest Selangor (Kris).

Shah Alam deputy mayor Mohd
Rashidi Ruslan received the
award from Selangor Mentri
Besar Amirudin Shari.

MBSA received the award based
on factory projects approved by
the Malaysian Investment
Development Authority.

In a press statement, MBSA said

the award was proof that
Shah Alam continues to
attract both local and overseas
investors.

The city council said the
award would motivate it to
continue drawing more investors
as well as stakeholders through its
policies,
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Water tariff hike most Iogical

HE move by several states to

increase water tariffs is not only

long overdue but logical. Water

operators cannot continue to
gamble away depleting water resources
by selling this precious commadity dirt
cheap.

For the quality treated water that
they produce, the current tariff is fixed
at well below cost.

Treated water is not cheap to
produce, While water resources or
sources look assured with plenty of
mainfall and rivers, there's no guarantee
things will remain the same.

Then we have climate change,
polluted rivers, population pressure and
concerns worldwide over water sec urity
and scarcity.

No one in their right mind would
mind paying more for water if the tarifl
is fixed at a more decent rate because
everyone knows that unlike other
commodites, water is life.
have been pampered for
far too long with virtually the world's
cheapest water for the quality that we
enjoy.

Minister of Land, Water and Natural
Resources Dr Xavier Javakumar recently
red consumers that we can safely
drink water straight from the tap.

This cheap water phenomenon is
compounded in Selangor, the nation’s

most populous and developed stare,
which in 2008 introduced its free water
policy for the first 20 cu m of
cor for | holds  or
eqm\’.llunl 10 20,000 litres.
Imagine giving free 24
ater  monthly

to each

1is is a lot of water to give away
including to wealthy consumers with
small families who for over 10 years
have been paying nothing for life’s most
important resource.

It doesn’t make sense and 1 know of
no other place that's been so generous
with such a precious commodity.

The Selangor state government has
been bearing tremendous financial
cosls.

It has so far spent over RM1 billion wo
pay the water concessionaires in lieu of
the free water pol

As someonewho has been writing on

S I applaud
cently by

Selangor Mentri Besa
1 there would be a review of the free
water policy introduced by then mentri
besar Tan Sri Abdul Khalid Ibrahim.
under this review, free water
would only be enjoved by the lower-
income group or B4D, and no decision
has been made on increasing the tariff.
This matter is being discussed with

“The current
tariff is fixed
at well
below cost.

o be an increase, it won't

ers,

there's go
burden co

To me, ¢ i more decent rate
for water is a moral issue rather the
merely a financial one.

Charging more for water won't
burden domestic consumers and could
even lead to more frugal consumption
and prevent wastage.

The average family is spending more
to top up the handphone credit of even
their grown-up children than for their
water bills,

't this mean that peaple won't
have much qualms about being charged
more for water?

The water situation in Pen

the

Selangor, )
The state g over awater tarifl

iter suppl\ pmjetl‘-.

ne
million for the next two years.

Penang’s water demand has
increased by 11% over the nine years to
2017 to 826 o
its customer base went up by almost
27% 1o 604,000 in the period.

Even a more glaring increase of 47%
was recorded among the economically
vital multinational manufacturing

hotels and  other
To indicate how much water is being
charged to consumers at below cost,
Pt'llmd.uun I'it-k.ll'in Air P‘uldu Pln g

Maidinsa said due |u nrcn.w.:{

umption, its  water
subsidies for the past two years alone
amounted to a whopping RM163.2
million.

I am told that states that are In'iug to
increase their tariffs are \\1|I|ng !'or
approval from the (
Setting Mechanism (TSM).

The TSM will then be gazetted and
.'lpl?lirnhle nationwide while Jayakumar
is le at April 1 as the possible
effective date for the TSM to kick in.
qater operators will
s 10 SPAN using

the new TSM formu

Jayakumar that the federal
government wi ollect water revenue
from the states but will invest in the
development of water-related infra-
structure,

As far as water is concerned, there is
a dire need for Malaysians to give it the
s and to pay
nd equally important, o
leave politics out of it.

Comments: letters@thesundaily.com
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